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CLASS:  X: DEMOCRATIC POLITICS 
TOPIC/CHAPTER:6 D. POLITICS -POLITICAL PARTIES 

 

 
SUMMARY 

Political parties are one of the most visible institutions in a democracy. For most 

ordinary citizens, democracy is equal to political parties. A political party is a group 

of people who come together to contest elections and hold power in the government. 

They agree on some policies and programmes for the society with a view to promote 

the collective good. 

 More than 750 parties are registered with the Election Commission of India. They 

fulfill the needs that every representative government has. India has evolved a Multi-

Party System. It is because of the social and geographical diversity. Parties need to 

face and overcome the challenges in order to remain effective instruments of 

democracy 

 

Q. 

No. 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

1. What is a political party?(1) 

What is meant by National Parties? State the Criteria for recognizing a party as National Party 

and State Party. (3)(CBSE- March 2014 Board Based). 

2. 

 

 

 

 

Point out the main characters of a political party.(3) 

The following are the main characters of the political parties: 

1. Goal –oriented: Political parties are goal oriented and they put forward their main 
programmes, policies in their manifesto.  

2. Adopt constitutional means: To capture power is the main aim of political parties for 
which they contest elections through peaceful and constitutional means.  

3. Political parties promote national interest before their party interest. 
4. Uphold the constitution and agree to the fundamental principles that binding the nation 

together. 
3. 

 

 

 

List out the elements/components of a political party.(1) 

There are three main components of a political party: 

1. The leaders 
2. The active members 
3. The followers. 

  

  4

 

 

Analyze the main functions of a political party in a democratic system.  (5)  [CBSE 2018] 

Or“Political Parties play a major role in a democratic system.” Justify the statement with at least four 
points.       OR 
How do Political Parties shape the public opinion? Explain with three examples. (3)(CBSE- March 2013) 

WORKSHEET NO: 20 
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Parties do so by performing a series of functions: (Any Five Points) 

1. Parties contest elections. In most democracies, elections are fought mainly among the 
candidates put up by political parties. In some countries the members and supporters of 
the party choose the candidates and in some other countries the top party leaders 
choose candidates for contesting elections. 
 

2. Put forwards policies and programmes. Each political party may have different views 
on what policies are suitable for the society. The political parties group together large 
number of views and provide a direction in which polices can be formulated by the 
government. A government is expected to base its policies on the line taken by the 
‘Ruling Party’. 
 

3. Parties play a decisive role in making laws for a country. Formally, laws are debated and 
passed in the legislature. But since most of the members belong to a party, they go by 
the direction of the party leadership, irrespective of their personal opinions. 
 

4. Parties form and run governments. The big policy decisions are taken by political 
executive that comes from the political parties. Parties recruit leaders, trains them and 
then make them ministers to run the government in the way they want. 
 

5. Those parties that lose in the elections play the role of opposition to the parties in 
power, by voicing different views and in criticizing government for its failures or wrong 
policies. Opposition parties also mobilize opposition to the government. 
 

6. Parties shape public opinion. They raise and highlight issues. Parties have lakhs of 
members and activists spread all over the country. Many of the pressure groups are the 
extensions of political parties among different sections of society. Parties sometimes 
also launch movements for the resolution of problems faced by people. 
 

7. Parties provide people access to government machinery and welfare schemes 
implemented by governments. For an ordinary citizen it is easy to approach a local party 
leader than a government officer. That is why they feel close to parties even when they 
do not fully trust them. Parties have to be responsive to people’s needs and demands. 
Otherwise people can reject those parties in the next elections. 

5 What is the role of opposition parties in a democracy?  

Those parties that lose in the elections play the role of opposition to the parties in power, by 

voicing different views and in criticizing government for its failures or wrong policies. Opposition 

parties also mobilize opposition to the government. 

3 

6 

 

 

 

Why are political parties necessary in a democratic system?   ORWhat is the necessity 

of political parties in a democratic set up? Explain any four points. CBSE (March-

2010) 

1. The rise of political parties is directly linked to the emergence of representative 
democracies. Large scale societies need representative democracy. 

2. As societies became large and complex, they also needed some agency to gather different 
views on various issues and to present these to the government. 

3. They are needed in some way to bring various representatives together so that a 
responsible government could be formed.  

4. They needed a mechanism to support or restrain the government, make policies, justify or 
oppose them. Political parties fulfill these needs that every representative government has. 
Thus we can say that parties are a necessary condition for a democracy 

3 

7 Briefly explain the following:- 3 
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Mono Party System( One party system) 

In some countries only one party is allowed to control and run the government .Eg. China, Cuba. 

This is called one party system. We can’t consider one party system as a good option because 

this is not a democratic option.  

Bi-Party System( Two Party system) 

In some countries, power usually changes between two main parties. Several other parties may 

exist, contest elections and win a few seats in the national legislatures. But only the two main 

parties have a serious chance of winning majority of seats to form government. Such a party 

system is called Two-party system. The United States of America and the United Kingdom are 

examples of two-party system. This system gives stability to the government and political system 

but does not give a variety of choice to people as the choice is limited between only two parties. 

Multi-Party system 

 When more than two political parties exist in a democracy, it is called a multi party system. This 

give a better choice to the people especially a multi cultured country like India. The multi party 

system often leads to political instability.  

8 Point out the demerit of ‘One Party’ system. (See answer 7) 

ORWhat is the main characteristic of a single party system?   ( CBSE- March 2015) 

1 

9 Mention any one merit and demerit of Bi-Party system.(See answer 7) 1 

10 State one merit and one demerit of Multi-Party system. (See answer 7)  ORHow has Multi-Party 

system strengthened democracy in India? Explain.(3)CBSE (March-2008) 

1 

11 

 

 

Explain the term ‘Coalition government’. 

When several (more than one) parties in a political system join hands for the purpose of 

contesting elections and winning power, it is called an alliance or front. A government formed 

by such an alliance is called a ‘Coalition government’.  

1 

12 

 

 

How does a party system evolve in a country?  

1. It evolves over a long time, depending on the nature of society, its social and regional divisions, 

its history of politics and its system of elections. These cannot be changed very quickly. 

2. Each country develops a party system that is conditioned by its special circumstances. For 

example, if India has evolved a multi-party system, it is because the social and geographical 

diversity in such a large country is not easily absorbed by two or even three parties. No system is 

ideal for all countries and all situations. 

3 

13 

 

 

What is a ‘recognized political’ party?  

Every party in the country has to register with the election commission and election commission 

offers some special facilities o large parties. These parties are given a unique symbol. The parties 

that are registered with election commission are called recognized parties. 

1 

14 

 

 

Briefly explain the criteria of the proportion of votes and seats that a party must get in order to be a 

recognized party.OrState the conditions required for any political party to get registered as a 

state party. (CBSE- March 2014) 

1. National Political Party: A registered party is recognised as a National Party only if it fulfils 
any one of the following three conditions:  

3 
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1. The party wins 2% of seats in the Lok Sabha (as of 2014, 11 seats) from at least 3 

different States. 

2. At a General Election to Lok Sabha or Legislative Assembly, the party polls 6% of votes 
in four States and in addition it wins 4 Lok Sabha seats. 

3. A party gets recognition as a State Party in four or more states. 

2. Regional or State Political party:A registered party has to fulfill any of the following conditions 
for recognition as a State Party: 

1. A party should win minimum three percent of the total number of seats or a minimum of three 
seats in the Legislative Assembly. 

2. A party should win at least one seat in the Lok Sabha for every 25 seats or any fraction thereof 
allotted to that State. 

3. A political party should secure at least six percent of the total valid votes polled during general 
election to a Lok Sabha or State Legislative Assembly and should, in addition, win at least one 
Lok Sabha, and two Legislative Assembly seats in that election, 

4. Under the liberalized criteria, one more clause that it will be eligible for recognition as State 
Party if it secures 8% or more of the total valid votes polled in the State. Addition to one seat in 
any state. 

15 

 

 

List out any five National parties of India and state the aims of any two of them. 

1. Indian National Congress 2. BharatiyaJanata Party 3. BahujanSamaj Party 4. Communist 

party of India-Marxist (CPI-M) 5. Communist Party of India 6. Nationalist Congress Party 7. 

All India Trinamool Congress. 

1. Indian National Congress :(INC): Popularly known as the Congress Party. One of the oldest 

parties of the world. Founded in 1885 and has experienced many splits. Played a dominant role in 

Indian politics at the national and state level for several decades after India’s Independence. A 

centrist party (neither rightist nor leftist) in its ideological orientation, the party espouses 

secularism and welfare of weaker sections and minorities. Supports new economic reforms but 

with a human face. Emerged as the largest party with 145 members in the LokSabha elections 

held in 2004. Currently leads the ruling United Progressive Alliance coalition government at the 

Centre.  

2. BharatiyaJanata Party :(BJP): Founded in 1980 by reviving the erstwhile Bharatiya Jana Sangh. 

Wants to build a strong and modern India by drawing inspiration from India’s ancient culture and 

values. Cultural nationalism is an important element in its conception of Indian nationhood and 

politics. Came to power in 1998 as the leader of the National Democratic Alliance including several 

state and regional parties. Lost elections in 2004 and is the principal opposition party in the 

LokSabha. 

5 

16 List out any six Regional parties of India. 

   1. National Conference                                  2. Akali Dal  

   3. Samajvadi Party                                        4.Telugu Desham Party  

   5. DravidMunnettaKazhagham. 6.Telangana RashtraSamithi 

1 

17 

 

In what way state or regional parties strengthen federalism and democracy? 

 1. Over last three decades, the number and strength of regional parties has     expanded. This 

made the parliament of India more and more diverse.  

2. No one national party is able to secure on its own majority in Loksabha. As a result, the national 

parties are compelled to form alliance with state parties.  

3 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_India_Trinamool_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Telangana_Rashtra_Samithi
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 3. Since 1996, nearly every one of the state parties has got an opportunity to be a part of one or 

other national level coalition government. This participation of state parties has contributed to the 

strengthening of federalism and democracy in our country. 

18 Briefly describe the challenges faced by political parties. OR   Why is there a lack of internal 

democracy within the political parties in India? Explain with examples.(4)CBSE (March-2008) 

1. The first challenge is lack of internal democracy within parties. All over the world there is a 

tendency in political parties towards the concentration of power in one or few leaders at the 

top. Parties do not keep membership registers, do not hold organisational meetings, and do 

not conduct internal elections regularly. 

2. The second challenge of dynastic succession is related to the first one. Since most political 

parties do not practice open and transparent procedures for their functioning, there are very 

few ways for an ordinary worker to rise to the top in a party. 

3. The third challenge is about the growing role of money and muscle power in parties, especially 

during elections. Since parties are focused only on winning elections, they tend to use short 

cuts to win elections. They tend to nominate those candidates who have or can raise lots of 

money. 

4. The fourth challenge is that very often parties do not seem to offer a meaningfulchoice to the 

voters. In order to offer meaningful choice, parties must be significantly different. In recent 

years there has been a decline in the ideological differences among parties in most parts of the 

world. 

 5. Those who want really different policies have no option available to them. Sometimes people 

cannot even elect very different leaders either, because the same set of leaders keep shifting 

from one party to another. 

5 

19 Point out the recent efforts taken to reform political parties. 

 The recent efforts in our country to reform political parties and its leaders. 

1. The Constitution was amended to prevent elected MLAs and MPs from changing parties. 
This was done because many elected representatives were indulging in DEFECTION in 
order to become ministers or for cash rewards. Now the law says that if any MLA or MP 
Changes parties, he or she will lose the seat in the legislature. This new law has helped 
bring defection down. 

2. The Supreme Court passed an order to reduce the influence of money and criminals. 
Now, it is mandatory for every candidate who contests elections to file an AFFIDAVIT 
giving details of his property and criminal cases pending against him. The new system has 
made a lot of information available to the public. 

3. The Election Commission passed an order making it necessary for political parties to 
hold their organizational elections and file their income tax returns. The parties have 
started doing so but sometimes it is mere formality. It is not clear if this step has led to 
greater internal democracy in political parties. 

3 

20 Suggest some reforms to strengthen political parties so that they perform their functions well.  

A) The following are a few suggestions for reforming the political parties in India:  

1. A law should be made to regulate the internal affairs of political parties. It should be made 
compulsory for political parties to maintain a register of its members, to follow its own 
constitution, to have an independent authority, to act as a judge in case of party disputes, 
to hold open elections to the highest posts. 

2. It should be made mandatory for political parties to give a minimum number of tickets, 
about one-third, to women candidates. Similarly, there should be a quota for women in the 
decision-making bodies of the party. 

3. There should be state funding of elections. The government should give parties money to 

   5 
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support their election expenses. This support could be given in kind: petrol, paper, 
telephone etc. Or it could be given in cash on the basis of the votes secured by the party in 
the last election. 

B) There are two other ways in which political parties can be reformed.  
One, people can put pressure on political parties. This can be done through petitions, publicity 

and agitations. Ordinary citizens, pressure groups and movements and the media can play a 

degree of public participation. 

Two, Political parties can be improved by its members. The quality of democracy is depending 

on the degree of public participation. It’s difficult to reform politics if ordinary citizens do not 

take part in it and simply criticize from outside. 

21 CBSE QUESTIONS 

(March 2012)Name the regional political parties predominant in Sikkim, Nagaland and Manipur 

respectively with their symbols.(3) 

(March 2013)How do Political Parties shape the public opinion? Explain with three examples. (3) 

(March 2014)State the conditions required for any political party to get registered as a state party.(3) 

(March 2015 )How can public play an effective role in bringing reforms within political parties? 

Explain.(3) 

     (CBSE- March 2016 )  

1. Why isone -party political system not considered a good democratic system?(1) 

2. What is a political party? State any 2 points of the ideology of BharatiyaJanta Party? (3) 

3. Examine any 2 institutional amendments made by different institutions to reform political 

party and their leaders. (5) 

( CBSE- March 2017 )  

4. What is the symbol of BahujanSamaj Party?(1) 

5. What is meant by two-party system? Explain its two advantages and two disadvantages.(5) 

 

 


